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For a full list of festival venues, see inside 
the back cover of this programme.

Unless otherwise stated in the programme, 
all events can be booked as follows:

ONLINE
Book online at www.richmondliterature.com from 1 September.

PHONE
Call 020 8831 6494 with your credit/debit card ready. The box office is open
from Monday–Friday 10am to 4.30pm, with a message service at other
times.

IN PERSON
Tickets are available from 1 September by cash, cheque or credit card from:

Orleans House Gallery
Riverside, Twickenham
Tuesday–Saturday 1pm to 4.30pm 
Sunday 2pm to 4.30pm

ON THE DOOR
Tickets will be on sale 30 minutes prior to the start of the events 
at the venue concerned, subject to availability.

CONCESSIONS
Concessionary prices are for over-60s, those in receipt of unemployment 
benefit or income support, registered disabled and under-16s, full-time 
students and Leisure Card holders. Escorts of registered disabled go free.
Please show appropriate proof when purchasing or collecting tickets.

OTHER BOX OFFICE NUMBERS
Orange Tree Theatre 020 8940 3633 | www.orangetreetheatre.co.uk
Richmond Theatre 0844 871 765 | www.ambassadortickets.com/richmond

GETTING TO RICHMOND
Richmond is easily reached by public transport with trains departing 
regularly to all stations in the borough from Waterloo and Clapham Junction.
Richmond is served by the District Line and the London Overground Train
service. Richmond is in zone 4.

Travel time from central London is approximately 30 minutes

BOOKING
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To celebrate our festival’s 20th Anniversary we thought a lot
about what makes this London borough unique and  inspiring.
We reflected on the history of the festival, and developed a far
reaching, diverse programme – with events and works that are
thought provoking, romantic, political, rebellious, and innova-
tive. We have also added some brand new elements to attract
new audiences into the borough.

The key elements of our programme make up the  3 ‘islands’ 
you see on the front cover: the Main Programme, The Fringe and
The Young People’s festivals. The Thames River flows through the
borough of Richmond upon Thames, linking many of this year’s
festival venues; and one of our key themes is a celebration of
this magnificent waterway. To reflect this we have also brought
you events interspersed throughout the programme about rivers,
wildlife, and the sights and sounds of the river.

We are excited to announce our newly launched Literary Salon
and also a richer Fringe Programme in partnership with Apples
and Snakes; which will combine a great mix of spoken word, 
poetry, psycho-geography, music, and established and emerging
artists to inspire you. The Fringe will also feature an exclusive
commission written and read by author and broadcaster Michael
Smith as a psycho-geographical response to the river and its nar-
rative pathway through the borough, to be presented at our 20th
anniversary birthday boat-party hosted by Caught By The River.

On our website www.richmondliterature.com you’ll find down-
loadable content, as well as a blog, exclusive offers, and Literary
Salon news hot off the press. 

We have a developed Young People’s Festival co-curated by 
Ian Dodds, which involves new works from authors, exclusive 
and engaging activities, and special events for both tiddlers 
and teens.

If that’s not enough to whet your appetite, for the first time this
year we have brought you a special food and drink programme
at the Ham House Marquee, with stars of the culinary world who
bring you thought-provoking travels in food and drink with taster
sessions. 

We hope that this brings you a flavour of all the good things to
come in our 20th Anniversary, and that you continue to support
and enjoy what we’re doing in a festival that inspires, informs, 
educates and not least, entertains.

Kirsteen McNish Programme Director

A 
few 
words…
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This year’s festival will feature an extension in the form of the
Richmond Literary Salon – a place to pop-in and enjoy a cup 
of tea and a biscuit with some of the UK’s finest literati.

The salon will be open throughout the duration of the festival and
will feature a unique programme of author events, spoken word
evenings, workshops for all ages and much much more.

The salon is situated on Twickenham High Street and will be
open all day to provide weary festival goers with a much needed
sit down while you browse the brochure and plan which event to
go to next.

For details on the full programme plus your chance to sign up 
for exclusive events please visit www.richmondliterature.com

artsrichmond is delighted to be a partner of Richmond Council
Arts Service in presenting a rich variety of literary activities as
part of the 2011 Richmond upon Thames Literature Festival.

David Ward
artsrichmond Chairman

RICHMOND Literary salon

aRTSRICHMOND
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The Bingham is proud to sponsor 

Richmond upon Thames Literature Festival Programme 2011 

THE BINGHAM

61-63 Petersham Road 

Richmond TW10 6UT 

www.thebingham.co.uk

Main
PROGRAMME
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Sarah Raven: Wild Flowers
Thursday 3 November – 7.30pm
Landmark Arts Centre

£10/£8.50

Inspired by childhood excursions with
her botanist father, Sarah Raven has
travelled the length and breadth of the
British Isles to find 500 of our most
breathtakingly beautiful wild flowers.

Raven’s lavishly illustrated book is 
divided by habitat, covering woods,
downs and dales, lanes and hedgerows,
meadows, coast, marshes and streams,
moors and mountains, and wasteland. 

Sarah will introduce the audience to a
wide range of plants, how to identify the
plant families, how they’re brilliantly
adapted to their environment, their 
importance to animals and insects, what
herbal remedies they can be used for,
the story behind their common names
and the part they play in local history.

Fiona McCarthy (OBE): 
The Last Pre-Raphaelite
Friday 4 November – 7.30pm
Strawberry Hill House

£10/£8.50

Celebrated broadcaster and critic, Fiona
MacCarthy explores the life of Edward
Burne-Jones in an event taking place in
the beautiful setting of Strawberry Hill
House. With new research and fresh 
historical perspective, The Last Pre-

Raphaelite tells the extraordinary and
dramatic story of Burne-Jones as an
artist, a key figure in Victorian society
and is a wonderful evocation of a highly
celebrated period of art history.

Burne-Jones was arguably the most 
admired British artist of his generation.
In this new work MacCarthy re-evaluates
his art and life, his battle against vicious
public hostility, female beauty that
would inspire his art and ruin his 
marriage, his ill health and depressive
sensibility and the devastating rift with
his great friend and collaborator William
Morris as their views on art and politics
diverged.
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Peter Hennessy in conversation 
with James Naughtie –
The Secret State: Preparing 
for the worst 1945 – 2010
Wednesday 9 November – 7.30pm
Duke St Church

£10/£8.50 

An artsrichmond 

Books for Our Time event

Peter Hennessy tells the story of White-
hall’s involvement in the Cold War by
drawing on a rich seam of previously
classified documents. Politically well
connected and an engaging raconteur,
Lord Hennessy is a distinguished 
academic and constitutionalist. 
He has written a number of books 
including Never Again: Britain 1945-51,
The Hidden Wiring: Unearthing the

British Constitution, Cabinet and 

Whitehall. 

‘If anyone deserves the over-used epi-
thet “national treasure”, it is the man
who has shed light on the eerie plans 
for national survival after war.’ 
The Independent

James Naughtie has been a presenter 
of the Today programme since February
1994. He has also presented The Week

in Westminster, Bookclub, numerous
documentaries on radio, in addition to
introducing classical music on radio and
television. His latest book is The Making

of Music.

Andrew Graham Dixon:
Carravagio (Part Two)
Friday 11 November – 7.30pm
Duke Street Church 

£10/£8.50

Andrew Graham Dixon returns to 
Richmond for this event, to continue 
his talk about his work on Carravagio. 

Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio lived
the darkest and most dangerous life of
any of the great painters. The worlds of
Milan, Rome and Naples through which
Caravaggio moved and which Andrew
Graham-Dixon describes brilliantly in this
book, are those of cardinals and whores,
prayer and violence. 

Andrew Graham-Dixon has spent a
decade piecing together the scraps of
evidence left of Caravaggio’s life and
here he answers questions that have
long puzzled scholars. He reveals the
identities of the ordinary people – often
prostitutes and the very poor – that 
Caravaggio used as models for his 
depictions of classic religious scenes; 
he describes what really happened dur-
ing that fateful duel; and gives the most
convincing account yet published of the
extraordinary circumstances of Caravag-
gio’s death. 

At the heart of the book are Andrew 
Graham-Dixon’s readings of Caravag-
gio’s pictures; he shows how he created
their drama, immediacy and humanity,
and how completely he departed from
the conventions of his time.
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SPECIAL EVENT
Lisa Chaney: Chanel Biography
Saturday 12 November – 7pm
The Bingham

£15/£13.50

(Includes a specially blended 

cocktail as part of ticket price)

As an art historian, Lisa Chaney was 
intrigued to discover that the witty,
strange, and mesmerizing Chanel was
much more than muse, patron or mis-
tress to some of the century’s most cele-
brated artists, artists instrumental in 
the creation of Modernism in early 20th
century bohemian Paris. She was actu-
ally part of the Modernist movement 
herself. Lisa Chaney’s achievement is
for the first time to place Chanel in the
cultural context of the mid-twentieth 
century: she shows what an enormous
effect she had on the culture of the
time, and explores her relationships with
Picasso, Diaghilev, Cocteau, Stravinsky,
Misia Sert, Dali et al. 

From 1910 to 1940 she was at the 
centre of this extraordinary Paris 
avant-garde, while being intrinsically
much more conservative than all of
those people. 

Chanel: An Intimate Life places the 
designer in her proper context, not just
telling her extraordinary rags to riches
story, but highlighting her far-reaching
connections with modernism and its
artists.

This special event at the boutique 
Bingham hotel will include a specially
made cocktail in the ticket price.
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SPECIAL EVENT
David Boyd Haycock:
A Crisis Of Brilliance / I Am Spain
Saturday 12 November – 8pm
American University

£10/£8.50

David Boyd Haycock is the author of 
A Crisis of Brilliance: 5 Young British

Artists and the Great War (2009), which
was shortlisted for the Writers’ Guild of
Great Britain Non-Fiction Prize in 2010. 
His book tells the interlocking early story
of five of the foremost British artists of
the twentieth century – Dora Carrington,
Mark Gertler, Paul Nash, C.R.W. Nevin-
son and Stanley Spencer – all of whom
were students together at the Slade
School of Art in London in the years im-
mediately preceding the First World War. 

As described by Professor John Carey in
The Sunday Times, A Crisis of Brilliance

is a “lucid study of the lives behind the
art… What gives Haycock’s book its
freshness is that, through skilful use of
letters and memoirs left by his five sub-
jects, he injects it with the anxiety, ambi-
tion, self-doubt and jealousy that pos-
sessors of youth and talent are fated to
feel.”

As well as currently curating an exhibi-
tion based on A Crisis of Brilliance which
is to be held at Dulwich Picture Gallery
in 2013, David is completing a new book
on some of the British and American
writers and artists who directly experi-
enced the Spanish Civil War. Including
W.H. Auden Julian Bell, Claud Cockburn,
John Cornford, Ernest Hemingway,
George Orwell and Stephen Spender, 
I Am Spain interweaves their stories 
to give an almost novelistic narrative 
account of one of the most important
political events of the 1930s.

Haycock will discuss both A Crisis of 

Brilliance, and his new work in progress
I Am Spain at this special event, giving
the audience a sneak preview and dis-
cussion centred around his new work.
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DOUBLE BILL
Duncan McClaren & Jeremy Lewis:
Greene and Waugh Untold
Sunday 13 November – 2.30pm
Orange Tree Theatre

£10/£8.50

Tickets from Orange Tree Theatre

box office 020 8940 3633 or 

www.orangetreetheatre.co.uk

In this special event two contemporary 
biographers (McLaren and Lewis) give 
us a deeper insight into the lives and
families of Evelyn Waugh and the
Greene’s with readings and discussions
about their respective books.

Duncan McLaren: Evelyn!

Duncan McLaren, the acclaimed biogra-
pher of Enid Blyton, here turns his atten-
tion to Evelyn Waugh, charting a very 
personal course through Waugh’s life, 
up until the writing and publication of 
his final novel, Unconditional Surrender.
Both sympathetic and inimitably curious,
McLaren manages to bring one of our
greatest writers to life in a completely un-
orthodox, but utterly beguiling, manner.

Jeremy Lewis: Shades of Greene

Exploring the Greene family in colourful
detail – their relationships and shared
history, and their lives – as explorers,
writers, spies, politicians and more. Inter-
lacing biography, history, high adventure
and scenes from literary life, Shades of
Greene provides a riveting insight into the
upper middle-class English world that
flourished between the 1920s and the
1970s: and into a truly remarkable tribe.

Desert Island Books
Sunday 13 November – 7pm
Orange Tree Theatre 

Tickets: £15/£14

Limited tickets available

Tickets from Orange Tree Theatre

box office 020 8940 3633 or 

www.orangetreetheatre.co.uk

If you were marooned on a desert 
island, which books would you take 
with you to keep you company among
the coconuts and palms, as you awaited
rescue? Lee Langley is back, once
again, by popular demand, with special
guests.
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Anne Sebba
That Woman: The Life of Wallis 
Simpson, Duchess of Windsor
Wednesday 16 November – 7.30pm
American University

£10/£8.50

An artsrichmond presentation

Based on material recently made avail-
able, this scrupulously researched biog-
raphy re-evaluates the role of politicians
in the 1930s, throws new light on the
character of this complex woman, and
questions whether it really was the love
story of the century. ‘That woman’, 
so called by her sister-in-law the new
Queen Elizabeth, was born Bessie 
Wallis Warfield in 1895 in Baltimore 
and became one of the most talked-
about women of her generation. 
In death she has become one of 
the most written about and reviled.

Anne Sebba is a journalist, author and
broadcaster and one of Britain’s most
distinguished biographers. Since work-
ing for the BBC and Reuters, Anne 
has written 9 non fiction books and 
presented documentaries for radio.

Sandy Nairne:
Art Theft and the Case 
of the Stolen Turners 
Thursday 17 November – 8pm
American University

£10/£8.50

The theft of high-profile works of art is
not new and recurs on a fairly regular
basis. In 1994 two important paintings
by J.M.W Turner (then valued at £24 mil-
lion) were stolen from a public gallery 
in Frankfurt while on loan from the Tate
in London. Sandy Nairne, who was then 
Director of Programmes at the Tate, 
became centrally involved in the pursuit
of the pictures and in the negotiation for
their return. In Art Theft and the Case of

the Stolen Turners he relates for the first
time this complex, cloak-and-dagger
story of the theft, the many efforts to 
regain the paintings and the final return
of the pictures in 2002 to public display
at the Tate.
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SPECIAL EVENT
Hampton Fuel Allotment Charity – 
Gala Evening with
David Kynaston & Stephen Armstrong
Thursday 17 November 
Drinks Reception 6.30pm
Event starts 7.30pm
Strawberry Hill House

£12/£10.50 

Price includes glass of wine on arrival

Hampton Fuel Allotment Charity pres-
ents in the year of its 200th Anniversary
an evening with two highly esteemed 
authors Stephen Armstrong and David
Kynaston. This event highlights the work
that the trust carry out in the Richmond
Upon Thames Borough and the funding
and support that is provided to organiza-
tions and individuals through social
housing, leisure activities and educa-
tion. Refreshments will be served at the
event. (See page 35 for further details

of the work that Hampton Fuel Allotment

carries out.)

David Kynaston – City of London

David Kynaston’s ground-breaking his-
tory of the City of London, published in
four volumes between 1994 and 2001,
is a modern classic. Now skillfully edited
into a single volume, it tells a story as
dramatic as any novel, while explaining
the mysteries of the financial world in a
way that we can all understand. 

Stephen Armstrong –
The Road To Wigan Pier Revisited

This new work traces the same journey
taken by George Orwell on the classic
texts 75th anniversary, exploring the 
extent to which the issues of poverty
and social injustice which Orwell found
then still exist today.

The Road To Wigan Pier is George 
Orwell’s 1937 account of the bleak
working and living conditions in the de-
pressed North of England. In describing
the misery of the country as it crawled
out of a grim recession, he helped fuel 
a move for change that resulted in the
modern welfare state and health serv-
ice. In 2011, Armstrong argues the 
post-war progress is receding. In this
event Armstrong reflects on descriptions
of living conditions in many parts of 
Orwell’s book and argues that they are
exactly the same as can be found 
endured people living in poverty today. 
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SPECIAL EVENT
Hallie Rubenhold & Rosie Thomas –
in association with The London Library: 
Sex and Taboo in Historical Fiction
Friday 18 November – 7.30pm
The Bingham

£15/£13.50 

Price includes specially blended cocktail

In a partnership with The London Library
and The Bingham hotel, two celebrated
writers join forces to bring you this 
special event around sex and taboo in
historical fiction, in the setting of luxuri-
ous boutique hotel The Bingham. Both
writers are London Library members and
are collaborating with the 20th Anniver-
sary of the festival to bring you this 
special event. The evening will include 
a panel discussion, readings and a 
specially blended cocktail to mark 
the event. 

Hallie Rubenhold is a historian and
broadcaster and an authority on British
18th-century social history. She has 
written two works of non-fiction to criti-
cal acclaim: The Covent Garden Ladies

and Lady Worsley’s Whim: An Eigh-

teenth-century Tale of Sex, Scandal and

Divorce. Her most recent book, Mistress

of My Fate, is the first in a series of
French Revolution/Napoleonic era 
novels written for women.

Rosie Thomas is the author of a number
of celebrated novels, including the best-
sellers Constance and Iris and Ruby. 
A keen traveller, she has climbed in 
the Alps and the Himalayas, competed
in the Peking to Paris car rally, and trav-
elled the Silk Road through Asia. More
recently, she has spent time in Kashmir
and Ladakh, researching her novel. 
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Sheila Rowbotham:
Dreamers of a New Day 
Saturday 19 November – 8pm
Clarendon Hall 

£10/£8.50

Sheila Rowbotham introduces her new
work which chronicles a profound social
awakening among women that took
place from the 1880s to the 1920s, 
tracing how a capacity for optimistic
imagining extended the possibilities of
modernity. Drawing on a wealth of origi-
nal research, Dreamers of a New Day

explores how, struggling to define them-
selves as individuals, women overturned
customs and prejudice, everyday life and
culture by transforming the conditions of
their own lives and those of others.

Focusing on female pioneers in Britain
and North America – and crossing 
political boundaries to include anarchists 
and liberals, feminists and non-feminists,
reformers and radicals, coming from di-
verse social backgrounds – Rowbotham
brings to life three generations of women
who challenged women’s subordination
and questioned how human experience
was conceived. 

Your Independent Bookseller

Local Delivery

Mail Order

Special Discounts 

for Schools and Book Groups

THE OPEN BOOK

10 King Street, Richmond, 

Surrey TW9 1ND 

020 8940 1802

Twickenham’s oldest 

independent bookshop

Next day ordering service 

on 1000s of titles

Great range of children’s books, 

toys and games.

Visit our Organic Cafe – with free WI-FI.

Langton’s Bookshop

44-45 Church Street

Twickenham

Middlesex TW1 3NT

020 8892 3800

www.langtonsbookshop.com
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